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SYNOPSIS – 1 Line 

 
A young couple discover a parallel version of themselves while surfing the Internet. 

 

SYNOPSIS – 3 Line 

 
'Occupants' is a film about Annie Curtis, an award-winning documentarian and her 

husband Neil. Annie and Neil embark on a '30 Days of Clean Living' documentary, 

setting up cameras all over their house to document, via the Internet, their new 

eating habits. By doing so, half of their cameras capture a parallel version of 

themselves - a version that ultimately unravels and threatens their very existence. 

 

SYNOPSIS – Short (100 Word) 

 
'Occupants' is a film about Annie Curtis, an award-winning documentarian and her 

husband Neil. Annie and Neil embark on a '30 Days of Clean Living' documentary, 

setting up cameras all over their house to document, via the Internet, their new 

eating habits. By doing so, half of their cameras capture a parallel version of 

themselves - a version that ultimately unravels and threatens their very existence. 

 

Raising our money through IndieGoGo, this project was filmed primarily in Los 

Angeles from September 24 to October 3, 2014, with second unit photography in 

Orlando, Florida.  

 

SYNOPSIS – Long (200 Word) 

 
'Occupants' is a film about Annie Curtis, an award-winning documentarian and her 

husband Neil. Annie and Neil embark on a '30 Days of Clean Living' documentary, 

setting up cameras all over their house to document, via the Internet, their new 

eating habits. By doing so, half of their cameras capture a parallel version of 

themselves - a version that ultimately unravels and threatens their very existence. 

  

One morning, Annie settles in to watch her initial footage. She becomes clearly 

unnerved by what she sees: It's her and Neil, sitting in what appears to be their living 

room - only it isn't them. They’re two different people existing in a parallel universe - 

and, unlike the wedded bliss she shares with her own Neil, the couple in the video are 

clearly unhappy- most notably with each other. 

  

Things become more stressful when Annie and Neil discover that their "parallels" are 

contemplating murder... and that a worm hole is slowly opening that'll soon 

connect their two worlds. They desperately seek help from a former professor of 

Annie's, in the hope they can "close" their universe to the two who now threaten 

them - as well as the life of their yet unborn child. 
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STATEMENT FROM THE DIRECTOR – Russ Emanuel 
 
For me, “Occupants” was a wonderful experience.  

  

It employed a new style of filmmaking that I never explored before – that of the 

“found footage” concept.  It required an entirely new outlook.  Gone was the 

classic narrative setup of an establishing shot, wide shot, medium shots, and close-

ups:  Now it was replaced by a point-of-view type of perspective, from a “webcam” 

/ “security camera” or a “handheld” format. 

  

While certain elements were made easier (for example, less camera setups), it was made 

more difficult in other respects. For example, one scene would be only one shot – so 

all elements in that one shot had to be "perfect" (from the acting to the lighting).  

Definitely more challenging, but a lot of fun! 

  

And not only was I able to work with my producing partner, Howard Nash again, 

but this film teamed me up with various crew members I have come to know from 

previous collaborations, including my DP / editor Emile Haris and my key gaffer / 1st 

assistant camera Jorge Hernandez.  And of course, it's always a pleasure to direct 

Robert Picardo, with whom this was my fifth collaboration. 

  

Notwithstanding the above, we raised our money for this film in an “out-of-the-box” 

way – through crowd funding methods via the site, IndieGoGo.  We began by filming 

a “Video Teaser”, introducing our project.  And throughout the next 60 days of our 

fundraising, we were able to persuade family and friends (and complete strangers) to 

have faith in our project.  We ultimately raised 106% of our goal! 

  

Along for the ride were a new cast and crew that I had the pleasure of meeting and 

working with.  Briana White and Michael Pugliese were both wonderful and brilliant 

choices to play our lead characters, Annie and Neil.  Their characters’ complexities 

hit close to home for me (for aren’t we all human, with our own human frailties 

and “inconsistent” behavior?).   It was intriguing to have these two actors play dual 

roles – both a “good” and a “bad” version.  Since both versions were genetically 

identical, the characters begin to doubt not only each other, but themselves, which 

made for an amazing experience to see their dualities explored. 

  

It was also great to work with writer Julia Camara, unit production manager 

Jennifer Durst, 1st assistant director Clifford Breakfield, production designer Tatiana 

Kuilanoff, key costumer Nina Minnelli, key makeup artist Alisha L. Baijounas, script 

supervisor Alexandria Sanders, still photographers Jack Roth and Janeen Berryman, 

and our behind-the-scenes videographer, Eric Kask. 

  

With this incredible collaboration between cast and crew, “Occupants” has now 

attained final completion.  That said, I hope you'll enjoy our film, and my fourth 

foray into feature filmmaking. 
 

 

-- Russ Emanuel 
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Crew BIOGRAPHIES 
 

RRUUSSSS  EEMMAANNUUEELL  

DDIIRREECCTTOORR  
 

Russell "Russ" Emanuel is an award-winning American director, producer, 

and independent filmmaker, having directed such actors as John Heard, 

Robert Picardo, Vincent Pastore, Glynnis O'Connor, Hallie Kate Eisenberg, 

Jeremy London, Ryan Hurst, William Devane, Marina Sirtis, Sean Kenney, 

Armin Shimerman, and Gary Graham. Originally from San Francisco, he 

grew up in both Japan and the United States, garnering an international 

viewpoint of the world throughout his childhood. After graduating 

from the University of Southern California to study Cinema-Television, he 

founded Russem Productions in 2002 in order to promote his short films including GIRL WITH 

GUN (2005) and documentary RESTORATION OF PARADISE (2014), as well as current films COLLAR 

(2017), THE ASSASSIN’S APPRENTICE (2018), and THE ASSASSIN’S APPRENTICE II (2021). Presently, WISPER 

(2020) marks Emanuel's fifth foray into feature filmmaking, after having directed P.J. (2007), 

CHASING THE GREEN (2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012), and OCCUPANTS (2015). 

 

 

HHOOWWAARRDD  NNAASSHH  

PPRROODDUUCCEERR  
 

An actor since the late 1970s, Howard Nash has appeared in numerous 

independent films, notably THE MEETING in 2004. However, he is best known 

as an independent filmmaker, having co-produced the cult film CHILDREN 

OF THE NIGHT for Columbia Tri-Star in 1991. He also produced SLEEPLESS 

NIGHTS (MTI, 2002), which is available in most video stores throughout the 

US and Canada. In 2005, he completed TRACKS (where he appears in a cameo), 

which also starred John Heard, along with Ice-T. He also produced the 

television special FELICIANO, THE LEGEND (for PBS) starring the legendary 

singer, José Feliciano, and has produced promotional videos for the Beijing Circus, Cirque du 

Soleil, and the original members of the Electric Light Orchestra (ELO II). OCCUPANTS (2015) marks 

his fifth venture with director Russ Emanuel, the first four having been P.J. (2007), CHASING THE 

GREEN (2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012), and RESTORATION OF PARADISE (2014). 

 

 

RROOBBEERRTT  KKWWAARRTTLLEERR  

PPRROODDUUCCEERR  
 

From Bergen County, New Jersey, Robert A. Kwartler makes OCCUPANTS his 

fourth venture with producer Howard Nash. Robert previously worked 

with Howard Nash on SLEEPLESS NIGHTS (2002); and with Howard Nash and 

Russ Emanuel on P.J. (2007) and THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012). Robert 

graduated with honors from Emerson College in 1974 earning a double BA 

in English Literature and Creative Writing. He has published various 

articles and poetry, produced packaging and provided marketing for 

major studios including RCA and NBC, and a few joke batches to Rodney 

Dangerfield and Johnny Carson. His performance resume includes stand-up comedy, puppet 

showcases, trade shows, and street performance. Robert’s current executive production 

funding capability stems from thirty years of institutional commercial real estate activity 

and private commodity transactions (visit www.kwartler.com). 
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Crew BIOGRAPHIES (CONT.) 
 

JJUULLIIAA  CCAAMMAARRAA  

WWRRIITTEERR  
 

Residing in Santa Monica, California, Julia Camara, an award winning 

writer/filmmaker, wrote the sci-fi feature AREA Q (2011) starring Isaiah 

Washington, and the road movie OPEN ROAD (2013), starring Andy Garcia 

and Juliette Lewis. She also is a Co-Producer on OCCUPANTS. 

 

 

 
 

 

EEMMIILLEE  HHAARRIISS  

DDIIRREECCTTOORR  OOFF  PPHHOOTTOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  //  EEDDIITTOORR  
 

A graduate in both Writing and Film from Long Beach State, Emile Haris, 

together with fellow filmmaker Yos Park, produced the sci-fi short 

FRAKIE DIED (2000), which they produced under their own banner, 

Atomicgum Productions, Inc. He next teamed up with USC graduate Russ 

Emanuel for the films HER KNIGHT (2003), GIRL WITH GUN (2005), P.J. (2007), 

CHASING THE GREEN (2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012) and now 

OCCUPANTS (2015) where he is also the Cinematographer. His other Director 

of Photography credits include WHISKEY NEAT (2009) and HIT LIST (2011)        

 starring actor Joey Lawrence. 
 

 
TTAATTIIAANNAA  KKUUIILLAANNOOFFFF  

PPRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  DDEESSIIGGNNEERR  
 

A native of Santa Ana, California, Tatiana Kuilanoff worked as an On-Set 

Dresser on many films including SAVING NORMAN (2013), THE SMILE MAN 

(2013), and LOVE'S ROUTINE (2013), before moving onto being Art Director on 

SCARLETT (2014), and Production Designer on WHAT HAPPENS IN ARIZONA... 

(2013), SIRENS (2013), BREAKING & ENTERING (2014), and now OCCUPANTS (2015). 

 

 
 

 

NNIINNAA  MMIINNNNEELLLLII  

KKEEYY  CCOOSSTTUUMMEERR  
 

Nina is a costume designer/maker, born and raised in Los Angeles. Her 

family has a long history of involvement in the entertainment industry 

starting in the late 19th century with The Minnelli Brothers Mighty 

Dramatic Company, a traveling theatre company. She shares this family 

lineage of creativity with her cousins; actress Liza Minnelli and director 

Vincente Minnelli. Getting her start in live shows as a performer, and 

costumer, Nina has over 15 years of costume experience and ingenuity. You 

can see her perform, and costume work on display every Saturday night 

in a live shadowcast of The Rocky Horror Picture Show at the NuArt Theatre in West LA. 
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Cast BIOGRAPHIES 
 

RROOBBEERRTT  PPIICCAARRDDOO  

““DDRR..  AALLAANN  PPEETTEERRSSOONN””  
 

A graduate of Yale University, Robert Picardo made his Broadway debut in 

the comedy hit GEMINI in 1977 with Danny Aiello. He also appeared in 

Bernard Slade's TRIBUTE, and THE NORMAL HEART for which he won a 

Drama-Logue Award. He then began his long and successful association 

with television, where in 1988 he was nominated for an Emmy Award for 

his role as Mr. Cutlip on the series THE WONDER YEARS. In 1995, he won a 

starring role as "The Doctor" on the STAR TREK: VOYAGER series. He 

directed two shows, and appeared in more than 170 episodes throughout 

the 1990s. He also starred in 62 episodes of CHINA BEACH (for ABC Television), 

and more than 30 episodes of the hit series, STARGATE ATLANTIS. And he has worked with 

producer Howard Nash and director Russ Emanuel on 5 films: P.J. (2007), CHASING THE GREEN 

(2009), THE LEGENDS OF NETHIAH (2012), RESTORATION OF PARADISE (2014), and now OCCUPANTS 

(2015). 
 

 

BBRRIIAANNAA  WWHHIITTEE  

““AANNNNIIEE  CCUURRTTIISS””  
 

A native of Orange County and promising actress, Briana White studied 

and obtained her B.F.A. at the NYU Tisch School of the Arts as well as the 

Joy Theatre. She has since then worked as a lead on various films 

including BOTTLED LIGHTNING, DISTANCE, and LUST. Her television credits 

include PARTY AT MICAH'S, CRIMINAL MIND, and OUR TOWN. She has more 

recently been on youtube’s the reel rejects. 

 

 
 

 

MMIICCHHAAEELL  PPUUGGLLIIEESSEE  

““NNEEIILL  CCUURRTTIISS””  
 

Residing in Toronto, Canada, Michael Pugliese has acted in a multitude of 

projects including GRASPING FOR STRAWS as Anthony, THE MEETING TV 

Series as Danny, and THE PENALTY BOX as Frank. He also has worked behind 

the camera as a Director of Photography on SONS & FATHERS and WHAT'S 

THE USE? He is currently acting in a lead role on the multi-million dollar 

feature called tiger, directed by alister Grierson. 
 
 

 

CCHHAALLEETT  LLIIZZEETTTTEE  BBRRAANNNNAANN  

““LLOONNEELLYY  CCHHIILLDD””  
 

Chalet Lizette BRANNAN started out with modeling at age 6. And From age 

7, she has performed in westerns, drama, psychological thrillers, horror, 

comedy and many more. Having worked with major talent gives her the 

edge needed to land bigger and more productive roles in both television 

as well as theatrical presentations. She is currently filming with Robert 

picardo on the fan-film star trek: captain pike, playing the role of t’rin, 

spock’s niece. 
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CREW LIST 
 

Russ Emanuel 

Howard Nash 

Robert Kwartler 

Julia Camara 

Prem Singh 

Aaron Retford 

Julia Camara 

Jarom Smith 

Eric Kask 

Vasilis milesis 

Jennifer Durst 

Clifford Breakfield 

Emile Haris 

Emile Haris 

R. Glenn Brannan 

Tatiana Kuilanoff  

Nina Minnelli 

Alisha L. Baijounas 

Alan Reza  

Alexandria Sanders 

Jorge Hernandez 

Janeen Berryman 

Jack Roth 

Janeen Berryman 

Eric Kask 

Joseph Notovitz 

Director 

Producer 

Producer 

Writer  

Executive Producers 

 

Co-Producers 

 

Associate Producer 

Composer 

Unit Production Manager 

1st Assistant Director 

Director of Photography 

Editor 

Casting 

Production Designer 

Key Costumer 

Key Makeup Artist 

Production Sound Mixer 

Script Supervisor 

Key Gaffer / 1st Assistant Camera 

Still Photographers 

 

Documentarians 

 

Branding Specialist 

 

CAST LIST 
 

Robert Picardo 

Briana White 

Michael Pugliese 

Chalet Lizette Brannan 

Aaron Retford 

Jennifer Durst 

Ava Justin 

Chris Winters 

Scott brown 

Edward alma 

Norie onogi 

Isaak gracia 

Cécile calichon 

Larry butler 

Dr. Alan Peterson 

Annie Curtis 

Neil Curtis 

Lonely Child 

Pizza Delivery Man 

Evil Hands 

Girl in Photo 

P.R.I. Representative 

p.r.i. testimonial video (u.s.a.) 

p.r.i. testimonial video (mexico.) 

p.r.i. testimonial video (Japan.) 

p.r.i. testimonial video (Spain) 

p.r.i. testimonial video (France) 

p.r.i. testimonial video (canada) 
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SCREENINGS AND AWARDS 
  

1. Writers Guild of America, West – December 14, 2015 

2. Farpoint Convention – February 13, 2016 

3. University of Southern California, School of Cinematic Arts – April 28, 2016 

4. Ratha Con – May 6, 2016 

5. Phoenix Comicon Film Festival – June 2 & 5, 2016 – “Best of the Fest, 2nd Place” 

6. Florida Supercon Super Geek Film Festival – July 2 & 3 & 4, 2016 – “Best Director” 

7. Shore Leave Alternative Film Festival – July 17, 2016 

8. San Diego Comic-con International Independent Film Festival – July 23, 2016 

9. San Antonio Film Festival – July 28, 2016 

10. Los Angeles Comic Book and Science Fiction Convention – August 21, 2016 

11. Action on Film International Film Festival – September 4, 2016 

12. Toronto Independent Film Festival – September 13, 2016 

13. Great Lakes International Film Festival – September 22 - October 1, 2016 

14. Downtown Film Festival Los Angeles – September 23, 2016 

15. Velvet Rope Film Festival – September 30, 2016 – “BREAKOUT STAR – CHALET LIZETTE BRANNAN” 

16. Shriekfest Horror Film Festival – October 7, 2016 – “BEST SCI-FI FEATURE FILM” 

17. Ellensburg Film Festival – October 8, 2016 

18. Louisville’s International Festival of Film – October 15, 2016 

19. Dazed 4 Horror Film Festival – October 27, 2016 – “Best Experimental Horror Feature, Best Editing Feature Film, Best Actor Feature Film (Michael Pugliese), Best Actress Feature Film (Briana White), Best SFX Effects 

Feature Film, Best Sound Feature Film, Sexiest Scream Queen Actress Feature Film (Briana White)” 

20. Stan Lee’s Los Angeles Comic Con (ComiKaze Expo) – October 29, 2016 

21. Alien Con – October 29, 2016 

22. Kansas International Film Festival – November 6, 2016 – “BEST FEATURE NARRATIVE FILM JURY AWARD” NOMINATION 

23. Weyauwega International Film Festival – November 11, 2016 

24. Fright Night Film Fest – November 26, 2016 

25. Idyllwild International Festival of Cinema – January 9, 2017 – “Best Screenplay Feature Film (Julia Camara), Excellence in Filmmaking” WINNER, “Best Feature, Juan Ruiz Anchia Award Best Cinematography Feature Film, 

Best Ensemble Cast Feature Film, Best Actress Feature Film (Briana White), Best Supporting Actress Feature Film (Chalet Lizette Brannan), Mary Austin Award Excellence In Directing Feature or Featurette (Russ 

Emanuel), Best Actor Feature Film (Michael Pugliese), Best Director Feature Film (Russ Emanuel)” Nominations 

26. Chandler International Film Festival – January 15, 2017 – “BEST Action/Thriller Feature December 2016” 

27. SoCal Film Festival – February 9, 2017 – “BEST DIRECTOR, AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD” 

28. Boston Sci-Fi Film Festival – February 18, 2017 – “BEST FOUND FOOTAGE Film” 

29. WIDESCREEN FILM & MUSIC VIDEO FESTIVAL – February 18, 2017 – “BEST Editing” Winner, “Best Feature” NOMINATION 

30. Cosmic Film Festival – February 18, 2017 – “BEST Feature Film – Action, Adventure or Sci-Fi” 

31. DC Independent Film Festival – February 18, 2017 

32. Sedona International Film Festival – February 20 & 23, 2017 

33. Nevermore Film Festival – February 24 & 25, 2017 

34. Pasadena International Film Festival – March 9, 2017 

35. Russian International Horror Film Festival and Awards – March 22, 2017 

36. Verde Valley Comic Expo – March 31, 2017 

37. Utah Film Awards – April 7-8, 2017 – “BEST Actor, Best Actress, Best Supporting Actor, Best Editing” Nominations 

38. Toronto International Spring of Horror and Fantasy Film Festival – April 8, 2017 

39. Fandemonium – April 14-16, 2017 

40. StarFest Denver 2017 – April 21 & 22, 2017 

41. Silicon Beach Film Festival – April 26, 2017 – “BEST Horror Film” 

42. Philadelphia Independent Film Festival – April 27, 2017 – “BEST SCI-FI FEATURE” 

43. Motor City Nightmares International Film Festival – April 29, 2017 

44. Milledgeville Film Festival – April 30, 2017 – “BEST Sci-Fi Film” 

45. SCI-FI LONDON Film Festival – May 1 & 4, 2017 

46. American Tracks Music Awards – May 9, 2017 – “BEST Score” Nomination 

47. Ratha Con – May 11, 2017 

48. FROSTBITE International Film Festival - May 19, 2017 

49. First Contact Film Festival - May 27-28, 2017 – “BEST Non-Quad State Feature” 

50. NewFilmmakers NY – June 7, 2017 

51. Global Music Awards – June 27, 2017 – “Bronze medal: Original Score/Soundtrack” 

52. Paris Art and Movie Awards – July 3, 2017 – “Best Score” Nomination 

53. Hollywood Dreams Film Festival – August 20, 2017 – “Best Special Effects – Feature” Nomination 

54. Knoxville Film Festival – September 15, 2017 

55. Neu World Studios International Film Festival – September 16, 2017 

56. Depth of Field International Film Festival – September 18, 2017 – “Best Sci-Fi Horror, Best Actress Briana White, Best Actor Michael Pugliese, Best Supporting Actor Robert Picardo, Best Script/Writer Julia Camara, Best 

Editing and Cinematography Emile Haris, and Best Viewer Impact (Entertainment Value)” 

57. Hollywood Independent Filmmaker Awards and Festival – September 30, 2017 – “Narrative Feature: Horror – Gold Award” 

58. Maverick Movie Awards – October 1, 2017 – “BEST Screenplay” Winner, “Best Picture, Best Actress, Best Actor, Best Editing” Nominations 

59. Highway 61 Film Festival – October 5, 2017 – “Action/Horror FEATURE: Second Place” 

60. Imaginarium Convention – October 6, 2017 – “Best Editing, Best Feature Runner up” 

61. Los Angeles Cinema Festival of Hollywood (Fall 2017) – “Best Narrative Feature, Best Director, Best Score” 

62. Marina del Rey Film Festival – October 8, 2017 – “Best Sci-Fi Feature” 

63. Horror at the Hooker – October 12, 2017 

64. HorrorQuest Film Festival – October 14, 2017 

65. Glendale International Film Festival – October 14, 2017 – “Best Horror/Thriller, Best Female Screenwriter” 

66. Virgin Spring Cinefest – October 20, 2017 – “Bronze Awards: Horror/Science Fiction/Genre Feature Film, Best Producer, Best Actress, Best VFX Artist” 

67. Long Beach Zombie Fest – October 21, 2017 

68. PiGrecoZen FilmFest – October 23, 2017 – “BEST Feature Film” Nomination 

69. Art Is Alive Film Festival – October 27, 2017 – “Best Female Actor in a Short or Feature, Best Cinematography” Nominations 

70. Calcutta International Cult Film Festival – November 11, 2017 – “Outstanding Achievement Award” 

71. Berlin Sci-Fi Fimfest – November 18, 2017 – “Runner-Up” 

72. UnderGround FilmFest – November 18, 2017 – “FEATURE MOVIES LUNGOMETRAGGI” 

73. Rendezvous Film Festival – November 18, 2017 

74. Chicago Amarcord Arthouse Television & Video Fest Awards – November 30, 2017 

75. Bloodstained Indie Film Festival: Sci-Fi Horror Action – December 2, 2017 

76. Erie International Film Festival – December 7, 2017 

77. The European Independent Film Award – December 23, 2017 – “PLATINUM AWARD: BEST HORROR, Diamond Award: Best Editing” 

78. Flagler Film Festival – January 14, 2018 – “Best Director Feature” WINNER, “Best Feature, Best Actress Feature” NOMINATIONS 

79. Accolade Global Film Competition – February 27, 2018 – “Award of Merit: Film Feature, Leading Actor (Michael Pugliese), Leading Actress (Briana White)” 

80. George Lindsey UNA Film Festival – March 3, 2018 

81. Las Cruces International Film Festival – March 10 & 11, 2018 – “Best Director” 

82. Rock Horror in Rio Film Festival – April 7, 2018 – “Popular Vote: Terror Category” Winner 

83. Firefly Film Competition – April 15, 2018 – “Best Feature Film (Platinum Award), Best Director, Best Actor/Actress (Briana White), Best Editing” Winner  

84. Tupelo Film Festival – April 21, 2018 – “Best FEATURE, 2nd Place” 

85. Roswell Film Festival – April 28, 2018 – “Best Editing” Winner, “Best Film, Best Actor - Briana White, Best Director” Nominations 

86. Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival – April 28, 2018 – “Best Feature Thriller, Best Editing, Best Movie Soundtrack,” Winner, “Feature Film Best Picture (USA), Lead Actor Female (Briana White), Lead Actor Male 

(Michael Pugliese), Supporting Actor Male (Robert Picardo), Ensemble Cast + Best Director” Nominations 

87. MayDay Film Festival – May 19, 2018 – “Best Actress in a Feature Film” 

88. Telly Awards – May 22, 2018 – “Non-Broadcast Craft-Writing” SILVER WINNER 

89. Mediterranean Film Festival (MedFF) – “Semi-Finalist” 

90. International New York Film Festival – June 15, 2018 – “Best Micro-Budget Film. Best Feature (Micro-Budget under $250,000)” 

91. AltFF Alternative Film Festival – June 18, 2018 – “Feature Category: Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Supernatural, Best Actress (Briana White), Best Writer” Nominations 

92. Pinnacle Film Awards – July 7, 2018 – “Best Feature Film: Gold Award, Best Screenplay: Platinum Award, Best Actor (Briana White): Platinum Award” Nominations 

93. Rome Prisma Independent Film Awards – July 21, 2018 

94. Out of the Can Film Festival – August 4-5, 2018 

95. Worldcon 76 Film Festival – August 19, 2018 

96. Oniros Film Awards – August 25, 2018 – “Best of the Year: Best Supporting Actor (Michael Pugliese)” Winner. “Best of the Year: Best Actress (Briana White)” Nomination / “Monthly Edition (January): Best Feature Film, 

Best Sci-Fi Film, Best Actress (Briana White), Best Supporting Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Editing, Best Costumes” Winner, “Best Poster, Best Idea, Best Director, Best Make-up” NOMINATIONS 

97. Mindfield Film Festival – Albuquerque – August 25-26, 2018 – “Best Feature Film: Platinum Award” 

98. Queen Palm International Film Festival – September 8, 2018 – “Silver Award: Best Feature Film - Action/Horror/Mystery/Thriller” Winner, “Best Editing - Feature Film” Nomination 

99. UNDO Divergent Film Awards – September 8, 2018 – “Best Horror & Supernatural Feature” NOMINATION 

100. Genre Celebration Festival – September 15, 2018 – “Best Sci-Fi Feature, Best Actress (Briana White)” Nominations 

101. Rock Horror in Rio Film Festival (Second Screening) – September 21, 2018 

102. Top Indie Film Awards – September 25, 2018 – “Best Original Idea” Winner, “Best Feature, Best Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Writing, Best FX, Best Editing” Nominations 

103. Fargo Fantastic Film Festival – September 29, 2018 

104. Cult Critic Movie Awards – September 29, 2018 – “Horror/Science Fiction Genre Film Category: Outstanding Achievement Award” 

105. Chico Independent Film Festival – September 29, 2018 

106. Indigo Moon Film Festival – October 13, 2018 – “Best Narrative Feature (Juried Award)” 

107. Melbourne City Independent Film Awards – October 14, 2018 – “Best Visual Effects” 

108. Sydney Indie Film Festival – October 22 To November 1, 2018 – “Semi-Finalist” 

109. Davey Awards – October 24, 2018 – “Non-Broadcast Craft-Film/Video-Low Budget: under $700/minutes” SILVER WINNER 

110. Thriller! Chiller! Film Festival – October 27, 2018 – “Best Sci-Fi” 

111. FANtastic Horror Film Festival – October 27, 2018 – “Best Actress in A Feature Film (Briana White)” Winner, “Best Feature Film, Best Actor In A Feature Film (Michael Pugliese), Best Supporting Actor In A Feature Film 

(Robert Picardo), Best Supernatural Horror” Nominations 

112. Found Footage Southern Sykos Horror Film Festival – October 27, 2018 – “BEST SCI-FI FEATURE, BEST PARALLEL UNIVERSE FEATURE, BEST USE OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS, BEST CLIMAX, BEST ENDING WITH A TWIST, BEST ENDING 

CLIFFHANGER, BEST RELATIONSHIP DYNAMIC, BEST LIGHTED FILM, BEST USE OF ONE LOCATION, BEST CELEBRITY CAMEO, BEST DEATH BY FIRE SCENE, MOST INTENSE TWIST, BEST USE OF HANDHELD CAMERA, SEXIEST LEAD ACTRESS, BEST DUAL 

PERFORMANCE BY ACTORS, BEST USE OF SPECIAL EFFECTS, BEST PRODUCTION CREW, BEST EDITED FEATURE, MOST LIKELY TO HAVE A SEQUEL, BEST FOUND FOOTAGE FILM, BEST WRITTEN DYNAMIC OF CHARACTERS, MOST ANTICIPATED SCI-FI 

FILM, BEST CELEBRITY PERFORMANCE, BEST WRITTEN TWIST ENDING, BEST JAW DROPPING SCENE” 

113. Oregon International Film Awards – November 1, 2018 – “Best Narrative Feature” 

114. Rendezvous Scare Fest – November 3, 2018 

115. Big Water Film Festival - November 8, 2018 

116. EyeCatcher Film Festival – November 9, 2018 – “Best Director” Nomination 

117. Blow-Up Arthouse International Film Festival – November 10-11, 2018 

118. Nevada International Film Festival – November 14, 2018 

119. Directors Awards – November 18-22, 2018 

120. Global Film Festival Awards – November 30, 2018 – “Best Actress: Briana White, Honorable Mention: Narrative Feature Film” 

121. 13 Horror Film & Screenplay Contest – December 1, 2018 – “Best Horror Baddy” 

122. Chambal International Film Festival – January 13, 2019 

123. South Film and Arts Academy Festival – January 16, 2019 – “Best Sci-Fi Feature, Best Screenplay In A Feature Film, Best Lead Actor In A Feature Film (Michael Pugliese), Best Editing In A Feature Film” 

124. FICMARC - Caribbean Sea International Film Festival – January 24-26, 2019 – “Best Drama Feature Film” 

125. Reels of the Dead – January 25-27, 2019 

126. West Coast International Film Festival – January 27-31, 2019 – “LA Sci-Fi Europa Prize – Best Director” 

127. Crown Wood International Film Festival – February 10, 2019 – “Science Fiction Film, Director, Actor Male (Michael Pugliese), Actor Female (Briana White), Editing” 

128. Gold Movie Awards – February 17, 2019 – “Best Feature” 

129. MystiCon Independent Film Festival – February 22-24, 2019 

130. Independent Talents International Film Festival – February 28, 2019 

131. Five Continents International Film Festival – March 9, 2019 – “Best Sci-Fi Feature Film, Special Mention Lead Actress Feature Film (Briana White)” 

132. Royal Wolf Film Awards – April 1, 2019 – “Best Feature Film” 

133. Malibu West International Film Awards (Los Angeles Motion Picture Festival) – April 9, 2019 – “Grand Jury Prize Gold Awards: Best Picture, Best Writer, Best Actress (Briana White)” 

134. Sands Film Festival – April 13-14, 2019 – “Semi-Finalist” 

135. So You Think You Can Act Competition – April 14, 2019 – “Robert Picardo (Platinum Award), Briana White (Leading Actress: GOLD: EXCELLENCE, Romantic & Dramatic Scene: GOLD: OUTSTANDING EXCELLENCE), Michael Pugliese 

(Leading Actor: GOLD: EXCELLENCE, Romantic & Dramatic Scene: GOLD: OUTSTANDING EXCELLENCE)” 

136. Florence Film Awards – May 3, 2019 – “Best Feature Film” 
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137. Best Actor Award – May 5, 2019 – “Diamond Award: Best Actress in a Horror (Briana White)” 

138. Honolulu Film Awards – May 15, 2019 – “Best Feature” 

139. Vegas Movie Awards – May 16, 2019 – “Award of Excellence: Best Original Story, Best Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Actress (Briana White)” WINNER, “Best Director, Best Horror” Semi-Finalist 

140. Inca Imperial International Film Festival – May 16-19, 2019 – “Best Editing” 

141. DaVinci International Film Festival – May 18, 2019 – “Finalist” 

142. Escape Velocity Film Festival – May 25, 2019 – “Best Feature Film” 

143. Southeast Regional Film Festival – June 1, 2019 – “Best Cinematography” 

144. Okotoks Film Festival – June 1, 2019 

145. Move Me Productions Belgium Film Festival – June 1, 2019 – “Best Actress International Feature Film (Briana White), Best Actor International Feature Film (Robert Picardo)” 

146. Vero Beach Wine + Film Festival – June 7 & 8, 2019 

147. Origins Film Festival – June 14, 2019 – “Best Feature Film” 

148. Alaska International Film Awards – June 14, 2019 – “Best Thriller” 

149. Olympus Film Festival – July 10, 2019 – “Best Sci-fi Film” 

150. Montevideo World Film Festival – July 11-13, 2019 

151. Jellyfest – July 20-21, 2019 – “Semi-Finalist” 

152. Horror Bowl Movie Awards – July 22, 2019 

153. Hollywood Horrorfest – August 9-10, 2019 – “Finalist” 

154. Indie Gathering Film Festival – August 10, 2019 – “Best Lead Actress: Feature (Briana White)” Nomination, “1st Place Suspense-Thriller Feature” Winner 

155. KaPow Intergalactic Film Festival – September 18, 2019 – “Best Horror, Best Made in California” Nominations, “Best Twist Ending” Winner 

156. New Vision International Film Festival – September 26, 2019 – “Best AMERICAN FEATURE Film, BEST AMERICAN ACTRESS (Briana White), Best American Actor (Michael Pugliese)” Nominations 

157. Best Actors Film Festival – October 18–19, 2019 – “Feature Drama: Best Actor (Briana White)” 

158. Overcome Film Festival – October 23-29, 2019 

159. BangkokThai International Film Festival – October 27-30, 2019 – “Best Fiction Feature Film, Best Script” 

160. Los Angeles Crime & Horror Film Festival – November 3, 2019 – “Best Editing” 

161. Steam House Entertainment Independent Film Awards – December 8-10, 2019 

162. Hollywood Horror Film Festival – March 13-15, 2020 

163. Fort Lauderdale International Press To Play Online Film Festival – April 3, 2020 

164. Beach Cities Inspirational Film Festival – April 23-26, 2020 – “Inspirational Recognition” 

165. Brazil Cinefest – April 29 to May 2, 2020 

166. Buenos Aires Film Festival – May 8, 2020 

167. Directors Screen Awards – May 14, 2020 – “Gold Award: Director Feature Film” 

168. Twilight Tokyo Film Festival – May 28, 2020 – “Best Actor (Michael Pugliese)” Winner, “Outstanding Achievement: Actress (Briana White), Cinematography, Feature Script, Narrative Feature” 

169. Redwood Film Festival – May 28, 2020 – “Best Horror/Thriller Film” 

170. Fantastic Film Festival – May 31, 2020 – “Best Feature Thriller” 

171. Sand Dance International Film Festival – June 10, 2020 – “Best Narrative Feature, Script, Director” 

172. Piermont Film Festival – June 12-14, 2020 – “Feature Drama” 

173. Coimbatore International Film Festival – June 13-14, 2020 

174. Interrobang Film Festival – June 27, 2020 

175. Fiction Film Festival – June 30, 2020 – “Best Mockumentary, Best Double Character (Briana White)” 

176. Hitchcock Film Awards – July 10, 2020 

177. Moody Crab Film Fest – July 17, 2020 – “Best Experimental Documentary” 

178. ConZealand Film Festival – July 29 to August 2, 2020 

179. Experimental Film Festival – July 30, 2020 – “Best Mockumentary” 

180. Sicily Independent Film Awards – August 13, 2020 – “Best Science Fiction” 

181. Kalakari Film Fest – August 25, 2020 

182. The Best Film Festival – August 29, 2020 – “Best Edition” 

183. Wallachia International Film Festival – September 11-14, 2020 – “Best Cast” 

184. The Continental Film Festival – September 20, 2020 – “Semi-Finalist” 

185. Orlando International Film Festival – September 25, 2020 – “Grand Jury: US Fiction Award” 

186. Salem Horror Festival – October 1-13, 2020 

187. The Atman Film Festival – October 3, 2020 – “Best Feature Film” 

188. South Europe International Film Festival – October 18-25, 2020 – “Best Director” Winner, “Best Original Screenplay Of A Feature Film, Best Supporting Actress (Jennifer Durst), Best Supporting Actor (Robert Picardo), Best 

Lead Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Film” Nominations 

189. Anatolia International Film Festival – October 23, 2020 – “Best Thriller Feature Film” Winner, “Best Lead Actress (Briana White)” Nomination 

190. Horror Avenue Film Festival – October 24, 2020 

191. Peachtree Village International Film Festival – October 29 to November 1, 2020 – “Best Feature Film” Nomination 

192. SIN Film Festival – October 29, 2020 

193. Chicago Indie Film Awards – November 1, 2020 

194. Mediterranean Film Festival Cannes – November 27-30, 2020 

195. Horror Film Festival – November 30, 2020 – “Best FEATURE Thriller” WINNER, “Best Actress (Briana White), Best Director” Nominations 

196. East Europe International Film Festival – December 5-12, 2020 – “Best Lead Actress (Briana White), Best Lead Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Supporting Actress (Jennifer Durst), Best Supporting Actor (Robert Picardo), Best 

Hair Make-Up & Body Design, Best Visual Effects Or Design, Best Original Screenplay Of A Feature Film, Best Director” Nominations 

197. Pure Magic International Film Festival – December 9, 2020 – “Best Acting Duo (Briana White & Robert Picardo), Best Sci-Fi Feature” 

198. L.A. Sci-Fi Film Festival – December 17, 2020 – “europa Prize Gold Award: Best Film” 

199. Autumn Film Festival – December 20, 2020 – “Best Experimental” WINNER, “Best Actress (Briana White), Best Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Director” Nominations 

200. Andromeda Film Festival – January 5, 2021 – “Best Horror” 

201. Star Film Festival – January 17, 2021 – “Best Thriller” 

202. ARTBOX international filmfest – January 20, 2021 

203. VIP Fest – February 28, 2021 – “Best Horror” Winner, “Best Director” Nomination 

204. Europa Film Festival – March 31, 2021 – “Best Actress (Briana White), Best Edition, Best Thriller-Terror-Horror-Psychological” Nominations 

205. North Europe International Film Festival – April 5-10, 2021 – “Best Hair Make-Up & Body Design, Best Visual Effects Or Design, Best Original Screenplay Of A Feature Film, Best Supporting Actress (Jennifer Durst), Best 

Supporting Actor (Robert Picardo), Best Lead Actress (Briana White), Best Lead Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Director, Best Film” Nominations 

206. Global Monthly Online Film Competition – April 9, 2021 – “Best Feature Film, Best Cinematography Feature, Best Editor Feature” Winner 

207. Best Director Award – New YORK – May 5, 2021 – “Platinum Award: Best Director of a Horror” 

208. Bridge Fest – May 6-7, 2021 – “Best Supporting Male in Feature Film (Michael Pugliese)” ANNUAL WINNER 

209. Forum Film Festival – July 31, 2021 – “Best Noir-Psychological-Underground, Best Director” Nominations 

210. Big Ben International Film Festival – July 31, 2021 – “Best Actor - Fiction (Michael Pugliese), Best Actress - Fiction (Briana White), Best Horror/Science Fiction/Genre Feature Film” Winner, “Best Director: Russ Emanuel – 

Outstanding” Nomination 

211. FLICKFAIR Film Festival – August 1-31, 2021 

212. Swedish International Film Festival – August 10-20, 2021 – “Best Sci-Fi Film, Best Supporting Actor (Michael Pugliese)” Winner, “Best Director, Best Actor (Robert Picardo), Best Actress (Briana White)” Nominations 

213. West Europe International Film Festival – August 14-21, 2021 – “Best Original Screenplay of a Feature Film” Winner, “Best Hair, Make-Up and Body Design, Best Supporting Actor (Robert Picardo), Best Lead Actor (Michael 

Pugliese), Best Film” Nominations 

214. Jade Jaguar Cinema Festival – August 22-31, 2021 – “Quarter-Finalist” 

215. Author Film Festival – September 30, 2021 – “Best Feature Fiction” Winner, “Best Actress (Briana White)” Nominations 

216. Grand Junction Film Festival – October 3, 2021 

217. Alternative Indie Pro Film Festival – October 31, 2021 – “Best Experimental” Winner, “Best Actress (Briana White), Best Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Documentary-Feature, Best Edition” Nominations 

218. Focus International Film Festival – October 31, 2021 – “Best Supporting Actor Feature Film (Robert Picardo), Best Supporting Actress Feature Film (Jennifer Durst), Best Visual Effects Feature Film” Winner, “Best Feature 

Film, Best Director Feature Film, Best Actor Feature Film (Michael Pugliese), Best Actress Feature Film (Briana White), Best Cinematography Feature Film, Best Editing Feature Film, Best Sound Design Feature Film, 

Best Score Feature Film, Best Practical Effects Feature Film, Best Story Feature Film” Nominations 

219. Juggernaut Sci-Fi & Fantasy Film Festival – November 5, 2021 

220. Black Cat Award – November 11-15, 2021 

221. Roswell Sci Fi Film Fest – November 14, 2021 

222. High Tatras Film & Video Festival – November 24, 2021 – “Best Actress (Briana White)” Winner 

223. Teknochat Film Festival – November 30, 2021 – “Best Feature Thriller” Winner, “Best Experimental, Best Edition - Special Effects” Nominations 

224. World Film Carnival - Singapore – November 30, 2021 – “Best Actress (Briana White)” Winner, “Outstanding Achievement Award: Narrative Feature, Horror/Science Fiction/Genre Feature Film, Best Actor (Robert 

Picardo), Best Supporting Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Cinematography, Best Director, Best Editing” 

225. San Francisco Another Hole in the Head Film Festival – December 1-15, 2021 

226. Shockfest Film Festival (Silver Bullet Virtual Screening) – December 10, 2021 – “Golden Stake Award: Honorable Mention” 

227. V.i.Z. Film Fest – December 11, 2021 – “Best Feature Film, Best Feature Film Director” Winner, “Best Feature Film Actor ( Michael Pugliese), Best Feature Film Actor (Robert Picardo), Best Feature Film Actress (Briana White), 

Best Feature Film Cinematography, Best Feature Film Screenwriter” Nominations 

228. The 48 Hours Film-Countdown – December 23, 2021 – “Best Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Actress (Briana White), Best Director, Best Editing, Best Feature Film, Best Horror Science Fiction Feature Film, Best Supporting 

Actress (Jennifer Durst)” 

229. Summer Film Festival – December 31, 2021 – “Best Experimental” Winner, “Best Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Edition, Best Script” Nominations 

230. AVA Digital Awards – January 17, 2022 – “Platinum Winner: Directing” 

231. Love Film Festival – February 28, 2022 – “Best Experimental” Nomination 

232. South America Awards – April 18, 2022 – “Best Screenplay Feature Film, Best Sound Design Feature Film” Nominations 

233. SounDance Film Festival – April 30, 2022 – “Best FEATURE Thriller” WINNER, “Best Edition” Nomination 

234. World Film Festival – April 30, 2022 – “Best Experimental, Best Edition” Nominations 

235. Budapest Movie Awards – June 11, 2022 – “Best Horror” Winner 

236. Iconic Images Film Festival – June 16, 2022 – “Best Horror/Thriller Film” Winner 

237. dotCOMM Awards – July 8, 2022 – “Platinum Award: Video Creativity – Directing” WINNER 

238. Forum Film Festival (Serie B, Underground) – July 31, 2022 – “BEST Feature Experimental” Winner, “Serie B, Underground, Edition” Nominations 

239. Festigious International Film Festival – September 6, 2022 – “Best Actress (Briana White), Best Actor (Michael Pugliese), Best Ensemble, Best Cinematography, Best Original Story, Best Indie Feature, Best Horror, Best 

Director (Feature), Best Picture” WINNER 

240. Beaufort Film Festival – October 7 to November 13, 2022 

241. VIDDY AWARDS – October 12, 2022 – “Gold Winner: Broadcast Creativity – Directing” 

242. MarCom Awards – October 18, 2022 – “Platinum Award: Video/Film – Directing” 

243. Golden Merlion Awards – November 19, 2022 – “Best Actor (Female) – Briana White” Winner 

244. Tietê International Film Awards – December 10, 2022 – “Best Feature Film, Best Lead Actress Feature Film (Briana White), Best Lead Actor Feature Film (Michael Pugliese), Best Screenplay Feature Film, Best Cinematography 

Feature Film, Best Editing Feature Film” Nominations 

245. Dramatica Film Festival – December 31, 2022 – “Best Experimental, Best Script” Nominations 

246. VIP Fest 2023 – February 28, 2023 – “Best Experimental” Nomination 
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PRODUCTION NOTES/ANECDOTES 
  

“FILM REFERENCES” 

  
In the film “Occupants”, Director Russ Emanuel placed references from his previous 

films including ‘Her Knight”, “Girl With Gun”, “P.J.”, “Chasing the Green”, “The Legends of 

Nethiah”, and “Restoration of Paradise”.  The most obvious reference was Alan 

Peterson's (Robert Picardo’s) mention of how Annie Curtis made a documentary 

about the wetlands – a direct reference to “Restoration of Paradise” which was an 

actual documentary about the Bolsa Chica Wetlands (narrated by Picardo himself).  

Not only that, the “Peterson” name tradition continues (having been in all the 

aforementioned films), this time with Dr. Alan Peterson and the Peterson Research 

Institute. 

 

“FRANCHISE” 

  
We are looking at "Occupants" not just as a feature film but as a potential for 

franchising due to the nature of parallel realities we explore in the film itself. With 

that in mind, we created a website for the Peterson Research Institute (P.R.I.) to tie it 

into the film itself. The P.R.I. company has various "testimonial videos" of people who 

saw parallel universes. These cases range up to Case 831 which the feature film itself is 

about (http://www.pri-research.info). 

 

We also created a comic book tie-in about one of these "testimonial videos" we filmed 

for the film - Case 285, which is based on a "Lee Mitchell" (played by actor Timothy Lee 

Conley in the film) and his story. It is now fully funded via Indiegogo as of March 9, 

2016, and will become a 24-page comic book ONE SHOT in a few months 

(http://igg.me/at/occupantscomicbook/x/7977592).  
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